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Pick-ups: 
• Jack Hood was part of the 

Mens’ Tour to USA who 
successfully brought the 
Herries Maxwell Trophy 
back to Scotland after 30 
years.  Four curlers from 
Hamilton Ice Rink were 
part of the 20-men tour.  
Congratulations gentlemen. 

• Richard Gray and his team 
won the Presidents League 
2006 with an unbeaten 
record!  Well done.  His 
team were Jack Hood, 
Marian Fergusson and 
David Toy. 

• Ivan Strachan successfully 
led his team to win the 
Frameshield in December 
2006.  Congratulations to 
Ivan, Marian Fergusson and 
Gregor Noble. 

• Hey Marian—you’re a 
curling babe being a winner 
of the Presidents as well as 
the Frameshield! 

 
 

IN-TURNS 

A happy Lanark team sharing the limelight with Rhona Martin. 

Lanark CC was invited, via Alistair Mackintosh, to field a rink for the In-
nerkip/Greenacres Charity Bonspiel to be played at Greenacres on 5 De-
cember 2006.  Not to be known to refuse an invitation, Lanark was repre-
sented by Alistair Mackintosh (skip), Anne Hood, Jack Hood and Moray 
Deane. 
As it was only a few days before the European Championship Alistair 
teased his fellow members indicating that Rhona Martin could be practising 
that day!  With great excitement we were eagle-eyed as we arrived at 
Greenacres and, lo and behold, we did see Rhona on the ice doing things 
with stones that we didn’t think possible!!  As we sat down to our light 
snack and to meet other fellow curlers for the day we heard an announce-
ment—’Will the Lanark team please go on the ice?’.  We cautiously fol-
lowed Alistair onto the ice only to find that he had organised a photo op-
portunity with Rhona.  THANK YOU Alistair.  It certainly made our 
day……… 

 
PS:  The Charity Bonspiel was a terrific day.  Plenty of fines for players to 
boost the charity funds: a first class Cream Tea was provided: good fun on 
the ice and excellent company. 
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From an initial telephone call, subsequently followed 
by a letter, your Secretary found herself engaged in 
communication with Sheriff David B Smith, from 
Troon.  My first reaction was to instantly call upon 
the services of Bill Tennant—however, the matter 
turned out not to be of a legal nature. 

 
Sheriff Smith is a keen curling historian and he 
called to state that someone had bought Lanark CC memorabilia from a car boot sale.  
Two things were bought and Sheriff Smith described them as: “A half crown coin, the 
reverse of which has been buffed smooth and engraved with these words:- 

 
FANACKAPAN TROPHY/CURLING/1947/WON BY/ R LOCKHART. 

 
The other things are a pair of small silver dishes, presumably ashtrays.  One has the 
crossed brooms and stone, part of the Lanark CC badge, and has the words LANARK 
CURLING CLUB engraved round this.  The other is engraved THE VASSIE 
MEDAL/WON BY/ALEX S REID.  The dishes were made by Brooks of Edinburgh and 
have the date mark 1838, in which year I see from the Annual that the winner was a 
member.  The Annual Dinner programme which I have is for March 1956.” Sheriff Smith 
was asking if I could supplement the above with further information about the Fanacka-
pan Trophy and the Vassie  Medal. 

 
I became intrigued with the memorabilia so I searched through the Lanark CC Minute  
Books and found a lot of information for the Vassie Medal (see below).  I found very lit-
tle information relating to the Fanackapan but Sheriff Smith told me that the term 
‘Fanny Fanackapan’ is an expression from North England meaning ‘a woman who deems 
herself above her station’.  Could this relate to curlers moving up a position within the 
rink ie we’re curling above our stations? - more information in a forthcoming edition of 
Lanark Rocks. 

 
Enjoy more history of some Lanark trophies in forthcoming issues of the ‘ROCKS’ 

THE VASSIE MEDAL   
THE FANACKAPAN 
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THE VASSIE MEDAL   
Outside ice competition – annually 
Knock-out competition. Each rink had 6 players allocated – although 4 only played. 
Two games were played each day – one morning and one in the afternoon. 
The winning rink would get the gold medal to keep for one Year + badges for the team.  
However, a player could only ever hold one badge – no accumulation was allowed. 
I believe the badge was also in gold – as an archive letter would suggest – see **  

Excerpts from Minute Books of Lanark CC re the Vassie Medal: 

1865 - Mr John Vassie was elected as President of LCC.  He presented 
a gold medal for an annual competition (outside ice) which was to replace the current Silver Medal 
competed for.  (The silver medal was not to be played for again – kept by the Treasurer until a deci-
sion was made re its future use etc) 

 

1874 - AGM – decision taken that the Silver Medal was to be  Runner-up for the Gold Medal. 

 

1899 - John Vassie Esq of Croftinhall was made a patron of Lanark CC 

 
1905/06 -  John Vassie died.  His widow wrote a letter to Lanark CC (which club still has within its 
Minute Book).  Mrs J Vassie proposed that the Vassie Medal still be competed for as an outside com-
petition annually.  She gave the club a Pref Ordinary Share thus allowing the annual dividend to be 
used to buy the replicas for winners of the Vassie Medal competition.  The club became the owner of 
this share investment – its value being £42.  The annual interest accrued was 25/- per annum.  Mrs 
Vassie arranged for Messrs Brook & Son (Edinburgh) to supply a new badge as per same design as the 
last medal won by last year’s winning rink.  She applied conditions for this competition ie 

 

• That any 4 players within Lanark CC could form a rink and participate for the medal 

• That the medal shall be played on the first suitable ice (as current practice) 

• “When play for the medal is commenced the rinks left in shall not take part in club matches       

        (except the Upperward Bonspiel and the Caledonian Cup matches) ‘til the medal is won” 

• That the final shall be a game of 31 shots or 4 o’clock. 
• That the winning skip gets the badge unless he is the holder of a former one – in which case, it 
passes to the next member of the rink who has not got one 
If there is any accumulation of badges they shall be allocated up to four (which shall be the maximum 
number of badges disposed of in any one season) in the following order:  1st – skip  :  2nd – the 5&6 
player  : 3rd – lead, and, 4th – the 3&4th player 

 
Over the years the annual dividend would decrease and by the period of WW1 the costs of badges 
exceeded the receipt of annual dividend.  This information was extracted from a letter (still in Club 
hands) from John Vassie Jnr who wrote to the curling club –  (complete excerpt below – dated 6 
November 1918)  



Page 5 Issue 3 - 06/07 Season 

IN-TURNS 

 

1927 - Vassie Medal stock showed no return with its capital growing less so the   Club decided to 
sell the stock and deposit any fund. 

 
1927 -  Mrs Vassie (and daughter, Miss Vassie) wrote to Lanark CC. They wished the club to know 
that once the above fund was exhausted, they would continue to pay for a replica of the Vassie Medal 
each year when it is won.  Mrs Vassie instructed that the replicas be provided by Messrs Brook & 
Son. 

Dear Alick, 
 
Mr Houston, Treasurer of the Curling Club mentioned the other day that he would like to have 
a talk with me about the ‘Vassie Badges’ so I called on him yesterday. 
 
Mother bought £42 NB Preferred Con Ordinary Stock and handed it over to the Curling Club 
with a deed of gift attaching the conditions as to the use of the effering dividends, to provide for 
all time a Badge for the annual winner of the ‘Vassie Medal’.  At first the investment yielded 23/9 
after deduction of Income Tax, but with Income Tax at 6/- per £1 the nett return is only 17/6.  
You may perhaps know that Clubs cannot obtain abatement of or exemption from Income Tax. 
 
Formerly Brook & Son supplied a Badge annually for which the dividend was sufficient to pay, 
but now the price is 37/6 and the dividend is 17/6 nett.  The open winters of 1912, 13 and 14 
did not permit of the medal games being completed so in 1915 four Badges had collected to be 
competed for and according to the revised deed of gift each player in the winning rink in 1915 
received one Badge which induced a considerable display of the pot hunting spirit and caused a 
lot of bad feeling.  Mr Houston told me that the games were completed in 1916 and 1917 but as 
there was not enough money to buy badges of the usual value the shortage was made up out of 
the Club funds and the winning skip in each of these years received 25/- to buy a souvenir.  I 
had been too much occupied otherwise to take any interest in this matter and did not know 
about it till Tuesday, when I at once told Mr Houston that this was very considerate but must 
not be repeated, and I would see what you said about changing the conditions of the deed of gift 
to meet the altered circumstances. 
 
What I think we should do is to say that a Badge will be presented to the rink winning the 
‘Vassie Medal’ each year in which the Tournament is completed, that it will go to the skip of the 
rink winning the medal if he does not already hold a Badge.  If he does, that it will go to the 
third player and so on to the lead : possession of a Badge barring any player from receiving an-
other when won in that or any other rink, till all the four have one, after which the skip will 
again qualify should the same rink still be in existence.  I propose that the Treasurer should 
keep a note of he dividends received and of the amount expended in purchasing one badge per 
year the Medial game is completed, and that I provide the necessary cash to make up any short-
age there may be after crediting the balance resulting from the non-expenditure for any year or 
years in which there may have been no medal won.  This should keep up the prestige of the 
‘Vassie Medal and Badges’ and give sufficient interest in the winning of them to the players.  I 
also propose to hand over whatever deficiency there was in the dividends for 1915 and 1916 
from meeting the cost of the souvenirs for these years. 

Signed JW Vassie 
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1938 - Lanark Club wrote to Miss Vassie seeking permission if this Medal could be played on inside 
ice – given no appropriate outside ice available. Permission was granted but Miss Vassie  indicated that 
the replica could only be given to the winner on outside ice only. 

 

1938 - Communication between Miss Vassie (now residing in Edinburgh) and Lanark CC. 

 

 **Letter from Miss Vassie – dated 20 January 1940  

 

 
The Club accepted this generous offer. 

 
1942 – 45 - No games held due to WW2 and difficulty in getting enough men to play who weren’t in 
service. 

 

1952 -  Members query conditions of Vassie Medal.  Committee wrote to  Miss Vassie asking that   

the game be played whenever it suited the club members – more flexibility re time of play sought.  

It also meant that new members were eligible to play as previous conditions insisted on daytime 

curling only – now the game could be held in the evening therefore more people able to compete. 

 

Permission was granted by Miss Vassie. 

To this day Lanark CC still play for the Vassie Medal on an annual basis. 

 
If there is outside ice available on Lanark Loch then the Vassie Medal is competed for.  The last   time 
this happened was in December 1995. When no outside ice is available then we play for the  Vassie 
Medal as our club’s closing bonspiel. 

 

The winning team receive the Vassie Medal only – no replicas/Badges are available.  

Dear Sir 
 
Thank you for your letter of 17th inst re the winning of the Vassie Medal.  I have been consid-
ering the matter of the replica of the medal. 
 
At the time when it was started watch chain were fashionable but I feel that now it is rather 
out of date.  Also gold has risen considerably in price and the replica costs very much more 
than it used to.  If the curling club is agreeable I should like to alter the momento to a pair of 
silver ash-trays like the enclosed sketch. 
 
Will you please let me know what you think in the matter? 

 

Signed E L Vassie 
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Club members enjoyed 
another successful 
weekend at Stranraer in 
February.  Five rinks 
participated with Don-
ald MacRae’s rink win-
ning the newly unveiled 
Heatlie Silver Scuttle.  
Donald’s rink went 
through to the semi-
finals. 
 
A big ‘hello’ was given 
to 3 new curlers for the 
weekend ie Liz McGuin-
ness (Eric’s wife) : Lilias 
Tennant (Bill’s wife) and 
Louise Allison (Susan’s 
daughter).  We hoped 
you enjoyed your first 
curl ing event la-
dies……. 
 
Thank you to Anne 
Ramsay for organising 
the weekend.  Next 
year, Moray (as ex-
President) will organise 
Stranraer 2008. 
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Did you manage to name everyone? No submissions to the 
Secretary were made therefore the bottle of wine stayed 
firmly in the Secretary’s grip…….hic, hic, hic. 
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Is Being Held at The New Lanark Hotel on  
FRIDAY 23 MARCH 

YOUR SUPPORT IS INVALUABLE. 
Will Leads and Thirds donate a raffle prize?  Thank you. 

Please submit your name to Moray if you are attending.  
See you there…………... 

Congratulations to this year’s Jolipestal 
winners: 

East Kilbride & Haremyres 
 
The team, outwith the win-
ning club, who had the high-
est-up score was Lesma-
hagow.  They picked up the 
wine. 
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7th December 2006 - Pairs 

Congratulations to Lorna and Richard Gray who 
are our new Pairs Champions.   A better final 
one could not see anywhere  

14th December 
2006 - Presidents 
Prize  
 
And congratulations 
also to Richard Gray, 
Jack Hood, Marion 
Fergusson and David 
Toy with their con-
vincing win for the 
Presidents Cup, with 
the Toy family keep-
ing in the runners-up 
position with young 
Douglas’s Rink 

IN-TURNS 
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LANARKSHIRE ICE RINK 
BONSPIEL - 26th November 
2006………….. 
 
Lanark CC won the LIR 
Bonspiel which was held at 
Hamilton Ice Rink.  Thanks to 
Donald MacRae (skip), Jack 
Hood, Bill Tennant and Anne 
MacRae for not only represent-
ing the Club but in winning the 
competition.  The M&S vouch-
ers (prizes) proved very useful 
for Christmas ……. 

PRESIDENT’S CUP- 15th 
February 2007………. 
 
Lanark CC has their name 
engraved on another trophy.  
Moray (President) was or-
ganising a rink and asked 
Martin Yuill to skip—Martin 
politely asked him if he 
would like to skip as he is 
President.  Moray accepted 
(following his success at 
Stranraer) and with the help 
of Martin Yuill, Jack Hood 
and Alistair Mackintosh went 
on to win the competition.  
Congratulations to all. 
 
There is no doubt that this 
will be one of Moray’s great 
‘highs’ during his presiden-
tial year. 

On the front of the cup it has the following in-
scription “ Presented to The Biggar District & Up-
per Clydesdale Province Curling Club - By- Alex-
ander Edward Esq of Sanquhar - 1936  

On the back of the 
cup it has only been 
inscribed since 
1983 with Lanark 
winning in: 
1986 - Richard G 
1987 - Richard G 
1998 - Donald Mac 
2005 - Donald Mac 
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The Annual Sport Clydesdale Curling Bonspiel was held at Lanarkshire Ice 
Rink, Hamilton on Thursday 28th December. Ten clubs from the Clydesdale 
area participated in a competition using the Schenkel System with ends, shots 
and points deciding ranking. 

In an extremely close final result, with the winning margin being only one shot, 
the High Road Winners were Douglas Curling Club The High Road Runners Up 
were Lanark Ladies Curling Club. 

In the Low Road Competi-
tion the Winners were Up-
perward Ladies Curling 
Club. The Runners Up were 
Coulter Curling Club  

The prizes were presented 
by David Strachan, Chair-
man of Sport Clydesdale, 

and thanks were extended to Lockhart Steele for administering the event and to 
the staff at Lanarkshire Ice Rink for their assistance. 

High Road Winners - Douglas Curling Club (John Trainer, Robin Scott, Kerr 
Findlay, Graham Cowan) 

High Road Runners Up - Lanark Ladies Curling Club (Morag Sandilands, 
Jane Gilchrist, Jenny Lorimer, Margaret Neilson) 

Low Road Winners - Upperward Ladies Curling Club (Mary Armour, Ann 

Smith, Margaret Hyslop, Rita 
Herd) 

High Road Runners Up - 
Coulter Curling Club (Hugh 
Jackson, James Moffat, 
Gavin Jackson, Agnes Jack-
son) 
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Jim Morrison[jmprop@btinternet.com] 



Anne Hood 
Secretary Lanark Curling 

Club 
4 Murray Road 

LAW 
ML8 5HR 

Phone: 01-698-350-926  annehood@btinternet.com 

www.lanarkcurlingc
lub.org (still under 
construction) 

FINAL ENDS 

I do hope you have enjoyed this issue. If you have 
any items for inclusion or features you would like to 
see included in    next issue, scheduled 

for May, then please contact me.  It is 
always interesting to hear about  your 
activities outwith the Club. So don’t be 
shy! And of  course we are always inter-
ested in ‘Pick-ups’ (Curling Gossip)!! 

http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/commercial/prodshow.cfm 


